
Background
 
Azerbaijan is a country with modest forest cover (11.8% of the 
total territory).  All forests are owned by the state and forest land 
usage is limited and industrial cutting forbidden. Forests have 
essential water safeguarding and soil protection functions 
in Azerbaijan and they are a valuable source of biodiversity, 
providing habitats for some rare species of flora and fauna. 
More than 450 tree and shrub species grow in Azerbaijani 
forests where the majority of trees are hardwood. The value of 
forests for the development of local and international tourism 
is another important factor for their protection. 
 
The economic transition following the end of the Soviet era and the military conflict between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan have slowed the development of effective measures to counter illegal 
logging, and the felling of trees for commercial purposes and heating in rural areas. Nomadic 
cattle breeding which causes serious damage and diminishes the impact of government efforts 
on forest management is another major element, as are the gaps in training for specialists of the 
state forest sector.

The “National Program on restoration and expansion of forests in the Azerbaijani Republic” adopted 
for the period 2003-2008 contributed partially to the improvement of the situation: over the last 6 
years forest restoration actions were carried out on more than 71,634 hectares of forest land, and 
a large number of trees were planted.

The Program 

The ENPI FLEG Program in Azerbaijan plays a crucial role in improving forest governance in the 
country. The national workplan was developed after active consultation with forest stakeholders 
and local actors. The main aims of the ENPI FLEG Program are to:

•	 Improve knowledge of forest management; 
•	 Increase awareness of forest practices and issues;
•	 Develop sustainable forest management methods.

The realization of these objectives is supported by governmental institutions as well as by local 
authorities and the general public in the regions. Sadiq Salmanov, a leading specialist in the 
Department on Forests Development of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources has praised 
the ENPI FLEG Program for extensively assisting the Ministry in its daily efforts of forest preservation 
and in the development of sustainable forest use.EN
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Forest location
94% mountainous regions
6% plains

Azerbaijan



Featured activities

An opinion poll among the local population, government employees, 
municipalities and forestry stakeholders revealed the key factors affecting 
forests in the country. Based on the detailed analysis of the data collected, the 
following problems were outlined:

•	 Lack of pastures and consequent damage to forest areas due to cattle 
grazing which leads to destruction of forest land close to villages;

•	 Illegal logging for heating purposes in winter due to insufficient  or 
absent gas infrastructure in the regions; 

•	 Poor education and information among local populations on the 
sustainable use of forest resources.

Other research studies revealed a lack of awareness and hence implementation 
of existing legislation. It is reported that often employees of forestry bodies 
are unaware of relevant laws, and normative and legal acts, while old Soviet 
standards are still in use in some regions. 

A research study on the social and economic aspects of the unsustainable 
use of forest resources and illegal logging on rural populations was 
conducted in the Ismailli, Lenkaran and Gusari regions. The outcomes of 
the preliminary study revealed that poverty and unemployment, particularly 
among the rural population located near forests, are the main factors causing 
unsustainable practices. Excessive and unfair access restrictions to vital 
resources, impracticable legislation requirements and corruption hindering the 
development of legal businesses, along with low forest protection levels are 
other major factors.

A number of training sessions and seminars have been organized for forest 
employees, representatives of local authorities and communities. In particular, 
the Program Center of Legal and Sociological Studies “ZIYA”, a partner of the 
ENPI FLEG Program, has conducted a series of trainings on the legal aspects 
of sustainable forest management. These gatherings led to some important 
findings on the situation: the absence of standardized employment norms and 
wages in regional forestry bodies; poor knowledge of forest legislation and 
specific legal acts; weak law enforcement; and a lack of understanding of the 
basic notion of sustainable forest management among the population.

Occurence of illegal logging in Lahij village

Beech forest in Gabala district

Seminar organized by ZIYA 

The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of the ENPI FLEG Program team and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the European Union, the World Bank, IUCN or WWF.

This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union.  Printed January 2011 on FSC paper


